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The Tea-horse Trade and the Continuation and the Rise and Fall of Its Bureau
in the Early Qing Dynasty

Zhang Nanlin (Institute of Chinese Borderland Studies, CASS; 892928144(@qq. com)

Abstract: In the early years of the Qing Dynasty, although the establishment of the Tea-horse
Trade was preserved and the Tea-horse Trade Bureau (Chama si) continued to be maintained. But the
nature of the trade changed. A series of systems related to the “to control the Tibetans with tea” (yicha
yufan) strategy were not established in time. The smuggling trade of tea and horses provided a channel
for buying horses privately with silver. The tea which stored in the storeroom was no longer used as a
fixed trading material for horses, and people increasingly bought horses with silver. As a result, the tea
and horse administrations were gradually separated.

Keywords: the tea-horse trade, to control the Tibetans with tea, the horse administrations, the Qing

Dynasty
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