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A Preliminary Study of the Concept of Borderland in the Pre-Qin Period

XU Jianying
(Institute of Chinese Borderland Studies ,Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,Beijing 100101,China ;
The Belt and Road Research Institute (Shenzhen) for International Cooperation
and Development s Shenzhen University , Shenzhen 518052,China)

Abstract: The concept of borderland is an important theoretical cornerstone of the studies of China’s
territory and borderland. On the basis of giving a tentative definition of the concept of borderland, this
paper expounds the ideological basis of this concept, controversies over it, borderland governance and
the early governance institutions in the Pre-Qin Period. The paper also discusses its philosophic conno-
tations,and its basic characteristics such as the pursuit of order in feudal ethics and rites, the nature of
the patriarchal clan system and the construction of the pseudo-patriarchal clan system. The paper fi-
nally explores the far-reaching influence of the concept of borderland of the Pre-Qin Period on the
thoughts and policies of China’s borderland governance.
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